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KIDNAPPES

Of all the atrocities committed during the
civil war, few confinue to fraumatize the
Lebanese society as much as enforced
disappearances. The fates of approximately
17,000 missing persons remain unknown. Their
relatives spare no energy in their struggle
for the fruth, whereas the Lebanese state
devotes little effort to the matter. Bahij Hojeij
puts a human face on this inhumane crime
in his documentary KIDNAPPES (Kidnapped)
by presenting emotional interviews with
people victimized by the disappearance of
their loved ones. KIDNAPPES is an important
reminder of an overlooked crime, making

it an appropriate addition to the UMAM
Confronting Memories: Explorations in Film
series.

“Ever since the day of my children’s
kidnapping, I've tried everything in order to
get information about them,” Odette Salem
says, adding that every effort to petition
government officials failed. This sentiment

is echoed by all the interviewees in the
documentary. The lack of government
frustrates already devastated families.
Maijdi Jadaa captures this frustration with
his statement that in Lebanon “the laws are
inexistent. The human being is not respected.”

One of the few laws, Law 434, allows families
to declare missing relatives dead, which some
see as another way to bury the issue. No
interviewee in the movie is willing to accept
this law because they cling to the hope that
their relatives are still alive, or at least they can
learn their fates through a proper investigatory
process. Oum Issam al Masri says she cannot
sleep atf night, hoping her son will come
knocking on her door any day.

This hope fuels activism. Hojeij documents the
work of Wadad Halwani and her committee
in their unceasing efforts to force action from
the government and political forces since the
war. One of the acts organized by the mild
mannered woman was ¢ two day closure

of a major road, bringing the issue of the
disappeared to public light. Other protests
demonstrate the importance of civil society
work. KIDNAPPES shows that even though the
state might be indifferent, its citizens are not.
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MISSING...

From Lebanon to Morocco

"It is difficult to live without knowing the truth,”
Moussa Jadaa declares. Ultimately, only

truth will bring closure to the families of the
missing and Lebanese society os a whole.
KIDNAPPES is a moving documentary that not
only documents the experiences of victimized
families, but serves as a rallying cry for fruth-
seeking endeavors.

NOS LIEUX INTERDITS [excerpts]

Morocco's Equity and Reconciliation
Gommission tasked fo facilitate reconciliation
and investigate human rights violations

that took place between 1956 and 1999
serves as the background for the film NOS
LIEUX INTERDITS (Our Forbidden Places). Fim
maker Leila Kilani follows four Moreccan
families on their journeys of self-discovery
and investigation into the fates of their
disappeared loved ones. NOS LIEUX INTERDITS
gives a glimpse at the Moroccan experience
of truth seeking and its difficulties.

KIDNAPPES Bahij Hojeil, 1998

NOS LIEUX INTERDITS Leila Kilan, 2008
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++ KIDNAPPES O92gkasna ++

Documentary by Bahij Hojeij > s g 35
S0 min, Lebanon 1998 - VA4A Hlid (a5 @s 0

++ NOS LIEUX INTERDITS (EXCERPTS) (olahizae) 4e gicalt LiSLel ++
Documentary by Leila Kilani S L g 3l
Morocco 2008 ; Yeoh ol
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