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COMMISSIONS OF INQUIRY:

Criteria for Composition, Terms of Reference and Procedure

Those entrusted with the conduct of the inquiry should be chosen for their recognized

impartiality, independence and competence with regard to the issues to be considered. The
Commission members should be independent of the institutions or agencies under
investigation. Their personal safety should be ensured.

The commission of inquiry’s mandate should be publicly announced at the time of its
creation. The scope of the mandate should include:

- investigation of past events and reasons for their occurrence;

- consideration of the appropriateness of compensation to victims;,

- consideration of future changes needed in law, administrative procedures and practice,
training and accountability of personnel, facilibes; etc.

The mandate should be formulated in such a way that it does not prevent the commission -

from examining other matters which appear duning the inquiry to be maienal to the issues -
under investigation.

The commission should have the authority to obtain all information necessary to its inquiry.
It should have the power: e -

- 10 ensure the attendance and cooperation of witnesses;
- to obtain physmal evidence, including govermnment records and medical remrds
* to conduct on-site investigative visiis and interviews, .
- 10 receive written submissions from unavailable witnesses;
_ to receive evidence from witnesses and organisations located outside the country who

wish to submit information either through their personal attendance, wrtten

submissions, or interviews conducted abroad. e U L e x
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: INTERNATIONAL SECRETARIAT
1 Easton Street, London WC1X 80J, Uniwed Kingdom
A int. Code: (44) (171) 413 5500. UK Code: (0171) 413 5500. Fax Int. Code: (44) (171) 956 1157. UK Euﬁa (0171) 856 1157.
E-mall: (GreenNel} amnestyis@gn.apc.org, (GeoNet) amiesty-is@merl.geonet.de

Tetegrams. mmnerﬁ-ty London WC1 Telex. Eﬂ:-ﬂ" AMNSTY G
¢! 1-'{.1 %

I|||.I: .'

' '_I..I .\‘#..:'_.-'P'j:" ‘I'...-;j

— _-.\. - —'—,rr-’-?‘i-l-u _-.-\.'h_---n,_u_.-_.._ =5 ﬂ"_'a



