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M dismisses
riticism from
rights group

Amnesty says panel on ‘missing’ has no teeth
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Ranwa Yehia
Daily Star starf

Prime  Minister Salim Huoss
scolfed at Amnesty Internati ol
on Thursday for sugeesting that
A NEW Bovernment commission —
responsible for determining the
fate of those who tisappeared
during the civil war = had neither
the independence nor he power
to accomplish its mandage,
“There is absolutely no basis
for the organization’s doubts, We
appointed security oflicials who

have direct access (o any infor-,

mation that can be found on this
issue," Hoss told The Daily Star.

The government set up a panel
of five army intelligence officers
last week to learn what had hap-
pened to over 17,000 people who
disappeared between 1975 and
1990, It is to repaort its lndings 1o

Fliviee vacdnlatin il inpli

“What is worrying is the
lick ol independence of he
membership of this commis-
ston, the lack of 1erms of refer-
ence and the exceedingly shory
reporting  time  frame.” (he
London-based human-rights
group said in a stalement,

However, Hoss defended
Ammnesty’s claims by saying
that the appointed officials were
“very objective and newtral.”

Regarding the short time
frame, the premier said: “We
sl a time frame so that work on
the investigation is  done
quickly. I there is a need 1o
extemd this period, we will.”

According o Awmesty, 17,415
people went missing in the civil
war. Some were held by militias
m- Lebanon and others trans-
ferred 1o prisons in Syria and
Isracl, it said. The povernment

Cammitiee for the Relatives of
the Kidnapped and Missing (o
discover their fate. ‘e growup
hold vigils near the premises of
the weekly Cabined meeling,
Relatives spokesworman
Wadad Halwani, whe s led o
campaign o pressure the poy-
criment since October 99y,
said she considered (he Lovern-
ment’s appointment of sueh 3
committee a positive step.
“This is the first time since
PRS2 that the govenmment offj-
citlly recognives our right o
know and tikes serious sleps in
Ha direction,” she said,
However, Halwani and otler
relatives are not laking any
chances and will await resuliy
belore taking decisions regard-
ing fulure action,
“The government fulfilled one
part of the Tirst of our three bsiee

\

vhe trath.

comimittee: which would seri-
ously look it the fate of he
kidmapped. We will remain cau-
tiowrs about 1he  povernment's
decision until we see somelhing
tangible,™ Halwani said, .

Amnesty urged the govern- "-i
ment e appoint neutral mem-

bers 1o e COmmISsion

Relatives of the missing demonstrate outside Cabinet

L]

sessions

have unrestricted aceess 1o an y
sile where there may  he
remaing of the disappeared.”
In response, Hoss said oflj-
cials appointed by the govern-
ment do have the necessary
powers and unrestricted access,
“We're serious regarding (his
issue and we appointed (he peo-

give them powers 1o uncover / ple who are qualified (o do this

i

“The commission of inguiry
should be composed of men
and women known Tor their
integrity and impartial Judg-
ment,” i said. “The commis-
sion should have (he necessary
powers [rom the povernment
Loy comiet an effective fisveen

Job,™ he declared,

Many inheritance cases are
stulled in court beeause those
who disappeared have nol
been. declared dead, Under |
1995 law, families can obtain
i document saying missing
relatives are dead, but some



