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Speech for 13* April commemorative event

On behalf of the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC), | wish to extend my appreciation to
CFKDL for the invitation to be with you today on April 13" to mark the start of the Lebanese Civil War
in 1975 which raged on for 15 years.

We have seen that conflicts not only destroy buildings, cause causalities, displace civilians but also
separate family members- some of whose whereabouts and fate remain to be clarified. Long after
buildings are rebuilt, injuries healed, residents returned, the families of those missing remain living in
limbo with unanswered questions.

During armed conflicts, people from all sides and backgrounds went missing all over Lebanon. All sides
involved in the civil war were also responsible for people’s disappearance in one way or another. There
is no one side who is a perpetrator and another who is a victim. For families of missing, the pain is the
same regardless of their background. Therefore, the Missing in Lebanon is a national cause that we
should unite behind.

Over three decades after the end of the civil war and through the tireless campaigning of you, the
families of the missing, Law 105 on the Missing and Forcibly Disappeared Persons was approved and
promulgated by the parliament in November 2018, and later published in the Official Gazette. The
passing of Law 105 symbolizes both a milestone and pledge to the families that their right to know
what happened to their missing loved ones is recognized by the Lebanese State.

The National Commission, enshrined in Law 105, is an independent institution with a humanitarian
mandate. Now, like the Law before it, the National Commission faces a great deal of challenges to
become fully operational and be able to provide families of the missing with their long-awaited
answers. Law 105 and the National Commission pave the way to clarifying the fate and whereabouts
of those missing and forcibly displaced but there remains a long road ahead.

Despite the current political and economic situation that Lebanon is facing, ICRC trusts that there is
still the possibility to make the National Commission a successfully functioning entity. To do so, more
efforts are still required from authorities, civil society actors and international organizations to
encourage a conducive sociopolitical environment and ensure the endowment of the appropriate
financial and technical means to the National Commission.

The impact of a loved one’s disappearance is not only a physical absence; ICRC hears from the families
the far-reaching consequences such as psychological, financial, legal and administrative challenges for
those left behind. Since 2012, the ICRC has been supporting families of the missing and forcibly
disappeared persons by collecting Ante Disappearance Data and Biological Reference Samples from
the affected families in order to allow Lebanon to ultimately clarify the fate of those who went missing.
ICRC also continues its technical accompaniment to the National Commission to help it fulfil its
humanitarian mandate and develop search and identification capacity.

At the heart of ICRC’s mandate is to accompany and support the families of the missing. As part of
these efforts, the ICRC has also been working closely with the families through the implementation of
different projects, such as family accompaniment in the form of psychosocial support, and
commemorative events and awareness raising activities, such as those organized on the International
Day of the Disappeared, to bring visibility to the plight of the families left behind. Another example we
have before us in these colorful designs made by the families of the missing showing the names of the
loved ones.



The ICRC would like to seize this opportunity to thank civil society actors such as CFKDL and the
National Commission for their continued campaigning to keep attention on the theme of the missing.
Most of all our thanks goes to the Families of the Missing who keep the voice of their absent loved
ones heard and for letting ICRC accompany them in their search for answers.

Families have been waiting for over three, sometimes almost five decades, to claim their right to know.
It is often said that time heals, but many of the families will attest the pain of their loved one’s absence
is still as raw as the day it happened. It is ICRC’s fervent hope that the families of the missing receive
their answers.



