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o) connmiviee formed to investigate the
BN faic of thousands of raissing Lebanese
: during (he war 15 SIEPPIng up s carn-
pagn 1o diaw 45 ATy SUPPUITERS 25 possible
(o nitend a day of pmembrance eargnarhad
for Agatl 15,

Pgring 68 first meeling On Thursday (o

coordinaie ihe activities scheduled for the

day, commities menibers and intefesied £iu-
denis discussed ihe activiiies it plaas 1% hold
an Aprit 13, which marks the beginning of
ihe civil war in 1975

Sice it Began its campaign in October,
e Comaiitee for the Relatives of the Kid-
papped and Missing dusing the War has
aiped at mobthzing suppoil all over the
couniry so (Hat the civil conflict is™ remam-
Leved and not repeated.”

“Throsghoul the yeas, oir yaain struggle
was (o keep the issue of e kidnapped and
missing alive. In the few moiihs since we
Legan o advocacy, We were able to extract
a government <deciston 10 establish a com-

mitiee fo investipate the kidnappings,” said
committes spokeswonian Wadad Halwisi,
(n January, Prime Minister Salim Hoss
astablished a commission of five anmy intel-
Hgence officers o look iaic the faie of (hotl-
sands who disappeared from 1975 0 1900,
The committes was to veport its findings
10 Hoss within three months. Hoss said thai
the fimeframe coutd te extended i1 nced be.
According to Amuesty {aleraational,
17415 people are ligted as misstg. Some
were helid by mifitias n Lebanon and others
isansferred to prisons in Syria and Isvacl.
The comrnitiee has pressured the goverd:
meni to reveal the fate of the missing and
regularly holds vigils near {'abinet headquar-
ters during the weekly Cabinet meetings.
The commitiee’s three main demands
incinde establishing ihe govermment COI-
mission, roviding the families of the kid-
napped with social services and TECOENIZING
April 13 as a day (o rernexnber the missing.
falwani told some 30 universdy sfudents

_D&JQ)’ s fax

that they should spread the word abont the
committee’s wark, “We need each other 1o
ansure coniinuity and so that we can achieve
our demands,” she saud.

Cominilice member Paut Ashear said that
more than 200 associations have joined the
campaign and that up to 6,000 lekers have
aiready been sent 10 President Emile
{_ahoud asking that the demands be met.

Ashear said (he COMIMITCE NAS decided to
postpoie: Calling for a mentorial for the kid-
uapped, fearing it woiild be misundersiood.

Amongp the activilies the commitiee has
prepared for ihe day are a photo exhibition
e the screening of several docuinentaries
by 1ebanese direciors on war-related 1ssues,

A serpinar about remembering the war will
take place on April 11 atthe Press Federation.
On April 13, commiitee members will altract
as Iany supporers as possible to join a can-
dlelit vigil in Martyrs” Square.
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