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Almost three decades after the start of the Lebanese eivil war, some
information finally appears to be forthcoming, Last month, the Shura
Couneil, Lebanon's upper house of parliament, ruled that families
should be able to obtain copies of all documents from a 2000
commission of inguiry. But more importantly, the ruling finally
acknowledged that families have the right to know what happened to Game of Th r'nes
their loved ones, Mrs Halwani called it a "large victory” for the delivers another
relatives of the missing. shocking twist
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There has been resistance from the government, which said that the hit series featured a |

addressing the issue of the disappeared will only reopen old wounds ~ surprise for viewers !
and cause civil strife. The International Center for Transitional
Justice, an NGO which seeks accountability for war erimes and
human rights abuses, called the country's refusal to face its past
"state-sponsored amnesia”.

The reason for such a policy is that the perpetrators of such erimes
are still in power, argued the MP Ghassan Moukheiber, who
tomorrow will submit a bill to set up a national commission for the
disappeared. "Many political parties had their own militias, and have
been responsible for killing. Many of these people now running
Lebanon have their own skeletons in the closet,” he said.
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Mr Moukheiber hopes the commission will also be able to create a altogether is already |
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mechanism to deal with the issue of opening up mass graves. We lendadhere in
Realising the political sensitivity of the subject, NGOs are currently mixed classes

lobbying for protection of the sites. It is estimated that some 17,000
people disappeared during the 1975-90 civil war in which the country
was overrun by militias vving for power and more than 150,000 died.

"Maybe it's too early for Lebanon. Maybe we need to wait more,” said

Justine de Mayo, founder of Act for the Disappeared, an NGO trying EHOM ARGING THEWER.
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to raise awareness of the issue. "But as a society, if we don't address Feature !
this issue, we can't look towards the future.” Branching
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personnel, issued only a two-page report. Tt said t only T Sl

2,046 missing — all presumed dead — and advised families to declare
that their relatives had died. The government has been encouraging
relatives to move on since 1995, when it created the possibility to
declare those missing for more than four vears as legally deceased.
But many feel that registering their loved ones as dead means they
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Those most optimistic about a possible return of their loved ones are
the relatives of between 300 and 600 Lebanese who disappeared
after being detained in Syria. Relatives are convinced they are
languishing in prison in Syria, now caught up in the new wave of
disappeared being created by the Syrian crisis.
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Some have resorted to paying for tip-offs. Marie Mansourati said she Peaches _
had spent $200,000 (£120,000) on finding her son Daniel. He was Eﬁilgj;.ms '
abducted when the family was visiting Damascus in 1992, two years

after the civil war ended. The 30-year-old had been a member of a
Christian militia, whose leader confirmed to Mrs Mansourati that he
was in custody in Syria. She pays up to $500 a time for information,
but is always disappointed: "When the thieves go, the liars arrive,

When the liars go, the thieves arrive.” Fpachasdaath | |
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However, she refuses to give up hope, despite several reports that her : . _ rama
scenery in Dubrovnik, Croatia's Adnatic jewe!

son died in the 1990s. "He is alive and in prison in Syria,” she
insisted. "I am sure he is alive."
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