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J7or Lebanon’s Abducted,
"Jostage Crisis Drags On

The majority of chem are
Lebaness Mislims or Palesda-
By Jisn Muir fans. Mary; like M Helwanj, were
Srwtial @ Ty Chrigsie, Seivece My ﬂmgﬂm&m; tgmhahm
3 ce or the j

SR mREIUTSSSE— i ofar the Jermel]
pulled out of west Belrur in 1982,
But Christians are missing oo,
4 After o car bormb exploded in'west
e Beirue on Apg. 19. 1985, outs

raged Muslim guronen set up
checkpelnts in the strects and

dstels 1o the of ber Hus- s
imnd 8 dwen -I‘FTTL'E’ Hhr:rm : ﬁﬂd-.ﬁ:.lmsa disanpeared thal
i'hey sald they wanted Lo question © & e e
'dva aboot a traffie actident, an Among the vichms were wo
e =gmid be back in five picutes.

She is still walling.

Widle the Western hostages
1 free — exeept for twe German

1id werkers « there has been no
ach  pelief’ for chousands of

banese like Yrs. Helwani, sevks

luhchiine
ieptember day in 1982
Two men knocked on the door

fred Cattaneh and Simon Jacdaa
Every wight, Lebanese television
?ﬂ; ?ﬁﬂtﬁmw
¥ L Cross, appealing 1o
B 1 ppexding
“They may have been on cheir

: wzmudmafm ta find ovt what happencd to the
ipstages 1o be freed and o be

i famnili Chrisrnas hundrads alxducred.
o oo e "l had meedngy with every
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“l vam 10 know. [ hate lies.™
Rose Catanell savs. “Tm not
afraid of the truth. Iff Alfped is
alive, T want (o know, | want to be
bBappy. If he's not alive, at leass 1
will be relexsed.” -
For lhundreds of women like
Helwani, the abductions meant
not only the loss of = loved one,
bw also the sudden disappear.
ance of the breadwinmer in a
COWRTY DOW in egonemic strails,
“Many of the women have had

to go ous & werk in fnenial johs,”
she says, "Of course, the govern-
ment &d nothing for them. Bur
the children have o ga to schoal,
to be fod arsd clothed.”

" There are other problems wa. .
Helwand could noc sell the family
oar m AL WaT 1 neT iue
band’s pame.

When she thought to send the
children out of the couny to &5
caps the bombardments she
found they cowld not be given
passports because helr [ather

The government, sSugating to
hald itself and the cownmy w-
gether, shiex away from a prob-
lem which wonid regpen eld

wounds, The Interpational Come
wihich
& race the missing in was.

time, |ys & ctn do Hitle: The
militias Sv they have mo more

hostages are a different

imewhere in the world, because |
an put myself In the plase of hls
amity” she savs. “But what lears
e Up is that nohody is bothered
DO my case.”

Nobody lmows exactly how
wway Lebanese are still missing
o
~omminee of relatives « nica Hel-
vani helped to create o 982,
afeer dissovering hundreds of
eeple whe shared her plighe

sponsible or could know anything
abaut it, including the president,
|Hizbullal leader] Sheilh Fadial-
iah, the speaker of parliament,
the minister” says Mr, Cat-
tane 'smfm.mzy
ehcomraged me, for W 4
know. But motedy did anyding,
and up undl now, I don't know
whether oy son is alive or pot"

The widespread assumpdon is
thar the missing are dead, mur
dered for political or Sectarian re-
venge, Bt there is no prool, no
confirparion, snd Dodies have
not been found. The families are
left in a limbo, fearmg the wWorsl,
but unahble (o mausrn or to stifle
the hope that the last will return.

"You are waiting all the tme,”
Helwant says, "Every time there's
a kmock at the door, you think it
g o -

s iney that the
famdlies find 50 hard 1o bear.

prisoners. The ICRC has managed
recently to oace only six of the

to Ismasd, where they hoe been
visited by Red Cross officials,
“AL least we had the satisfags
tion of being able to (el the fam-
ilies, 5o they knowr they are alhe




