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PREFACE

In the course of our work with the relatives of the Missing, more than 900
families have shared their stories with the ICRC and communicated their
innermost hopes and feelings.

After several decades of living with the void left by their loved ones, these
families have a lot to tell. From these conversations stemmed the idea to
provide the families with a way to express what they would like to say to
their beloved disappeared family member. This symbolic gesture resulted
in around 100 writings compiled in this booklet, some in prose and others
in poems, which portray the wide range of feelings, the deep pain and
poignant longing endured on a daily basis, which has not subsided with the
passing of time.

As part of its mandate, the ICRC is fully committed to the Missing and their
families and supports their quest to discover the fate of their loved ones.
Since April 2012, the ICRC has been collecting all information on the missing
persons and the circumstances of their disappearance from their families
all over Lebanon. This information will be handed over to a future national
mechanism, responsible for providing answers to the families.

Through the publication of this booklet, the ICRC reminds the Lebanese
people of the constant suffering of these families which continues until
today, decades after the end of the hostilities.

We would like to thank the families who accepted to write for this publication
and all the families we have met for their trust and patience.

Fabrizio Carboni

Head of delegation
ICRC Lebanon
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What do you do when you receive news that your father never made it to
work that morning? How do you tell your mother and siblings? Where do you
start looking when the checkpoints separating East and West Beirut confirm
that there may have been kidnappings that day? Which doors do you knock?
And who, if any, can or will help? And will those who care, dare to help?

At the time, we were told that had he been a member in a militia, then the
situation would have been easier. They could have exchanged him for
others!!

Every day - since his kidnapping on that Monday morning, February 3, 1986
- and for long and endless weeks and months we were told that he would
be released that afternoon at 3:00pm. And as the daily set time came and
went our excitement and hope would turn into disappointment, and with time
we found ourselves sceptical of the promises and wondering if they were
genuine to start with, or were they just an attempt to get the “reality” to sinkiin.
The reality that Edward joined the long list of kidnapped people in Lebanon.
Our weeks and months became years and still there was no sign of him. And
to date there is no sign of him. Will he ever be released? What has become
of him? Is he still alive? Will we ever know?

Oh Dad, little did we know as we waved you off to work that morning that
it'll be the last that we'll see of you again for a long time - if ever again. To
the world, you may be a number, but not to us. You have a name and a life
that awaits! We don't understand how your kidnapping achieved anything
to those who play God in the lives of others. We leave them to the One and
True God! But you, Dad, are always on our minds and the memories of the
little time we've had together still warm our hearts.

Dad, you and mum used to talk about your dream of growing old together...
The garden, the rocking chairs... If you're still alive, dad, hold to your dreams.
Your partner awaits you!

—_— (} O T~

From Alia to her father Edward
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Papa chéri,

Me voila a trente-quatre ans mére de deux enfants.Tu me manques comme
si javais quatre ans, a I'dge ou tu as disparu, ou on t’as pris de ta femme et
de tes enfants. Toi qui étais pére de cing.

C’est vrai que depuis ce jour I3, j'ai compris que la vie est dure et difficile.
Mais écoute-moi, Pere, cela m’a donné encore plus de la force et de la
résistance. Pére, tu sais on a trop souffert pour grandir. C’était pas du tout
facile sans toi.

Toi qui nous as donné la vie puis disparu aux horizons, sans laisser derriére
toi aucun indice, aucune trace ou on pourrait te retrouver. Hélas nous
avons grandi et chacun est parti de son cété en gardant ton nom et prénom
dans chacune de nos cartes d’identité et dans une part de nos vies. On
ne t’oubliera jamais. Je me demandais étant petite pourquoi on t'a enlevé?
Pourquoi nous? Pourquoi ma mere? Pourquoi moi? Pourquoi ce destin nous
a collé a la peau?

En grandissant, et au fur et a mesure que les jours passaient, je comprenais
assez vite qu’il y avait aussi d’autres enfants ayant le méme destin ou pire.
C’est surtout lorsque j'ai vécu dans un orphelinat, moi et mes soeurs.
Peére...Nous t’attendions toutes les fétes. Nous nous disions que tu arriveras
a limproviste de la méme maniére que tu es parti. Hélas, encore une fois,
C’était une utopie.

Que te dire de plus! Y a aucune rancune pour moi envers ceux qui t'ont
enlevé, ni méme un désir de vengeance. Bref, nous avons grandi dans un
climat sain que maman, cette femme si forte, nous a assuré. Cette femme
était un exemple pour moi, j’ai beaucoup appris d’elle, la patience, le pardon,
I'amour du prochain et la non-vengeance. Et je me demande tous les jours
comment ma mere a pu nous élever nous les cing sans aucune aide.
Dépéche-toi, Pére, de nous revenir si tu es vivant, ou que ton &me repose en
paix si tu n’es plus dans cet univers.

Au nom de toutes les filles qui ont perdu leur pere ou mére dans une guerre
quelconque, cessez cette barbarie et arrétez de détruire les réves des petits.

—_— (} O T~

De Rita a son pere Tanios
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